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About Kumamoto City

Located between Mt. Aso in the east and the Ariake 

Sea in the west, Kumamoto City is a metropolis blessed 

with clear groundwater and a lush natural environment 

overflowing with greenery. The city developed around 

Kumamoto Castle, the symbol of Kumamoto, and 

became an urban center in the middle of Kyushu due 

to its excellent geographical position.

Kumamoto  

– the Forest & Water City

Kumamoto City boasts many relaxing areas 

with plenty of water features and greenery 

like Suizenji Jojuen Garden and Lake Ezu. 

Suizenji Jojuen Garden is a Momoyama-style 

stroll garden created in 1636 around a teahouse 

belonging to the Hosokawa Clan, who ruled 

over the Kumamoto domain at the time, and it has been designated as a Historic Site and a Place of Scenic 

Beauty by the national government.

Lake Ezu is made up of two smaller lakes, Kami-Ezu and Shimo-Ezu, with a total perimeter of about 6 km. It 

is unusual to have such a lake in the middle of a city, and its boardwalks and other facilities have made the 

lake a popular place for relaxation and recreation among city residents.

Japan’s Number One 

Groundwater City

Despite its large population of 740,000 people,  

Kumamoto City’ s entire water supply comes 

from natural, pure groundwater. Not only is 

it the only city in Japan with a population 

over 500,000 that can say this, but it has 

few peers on the international scale, as well. 

The strata in the Kumamoto region formed by the eruption of Mt. Aso are filled with numerous crevices that 

allow water to soak into the ground quite easily. The rain that falls on the mountains of the Aso region seeps 

into the earth and flows down to the city over the course of about 20 years. During that period, the water 

absorbs many minerals and eventually becomes delicious and healthy mineral water. This means that the 

city’s environment allows us to provide residents with mineral water straight from their taps.

Produce and Foods Nurtured by Clear Groundwater

Blessed with clear groundwater and other natural resources, Kumamoto City 

produces a variety of agricultural products such as rice, vegetables, fruits, flowers, 

and livestock, making it tenth in agricultural output among Japanese municipalities 

(as of 2019). Kumamoto specialties include horse-meat 

sashimi (basashi), lotus root stuffed with mustard (karashi 

renkon), and Kumamoto ramen, but the natural water we 

pride ourselves on and other dishes made from ingredients 

nurtured by that water should make one think that 

everything here is delicious!

Kumamoto Castle – Symbol of Kumamoto and Its Reconstruction

Kumamoto Castle is among Japan’ s three great castles and is said to have been built over seven years by 

Kato Kiyomasa, the first feudal lord of the Kumamoto domain and a legendary castle builder. The castle’ s  

keeps, stonewall, buildings, important cultural properties, and many other features were damaged by 

the Kumamoto Earthquake in April 2016, but due to our ongoing restoration work, the castle keeps’ 

reconstruction was completed in April 2021.

Lake Ezu

"Fifth Well", one of the largest artisian 
wells in Japan

    　(source of public water supply)

Suizenji Jojuen Garden

a spring beside Lake Ezu

karashi renkon Kumamoto ramen

basashi

After the Earthquake (Uto-Yagura Turret) After the Earthquake (Kumamoto Castle) After the restoration (Kumamoto Castle)

Location of Kumamoto City

expressway

railway

ferry

Introduction of 

　　　　　　　Kumamoto City
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Organizational Structure of the 4th APWS

Co-organizers

・ Asia-Pacific Water Forum (APWF) (Secretariat: Japan Water Forum)

・ Kumamoto City

* Cooperation of the Government of Japan to conduct the necessary cooperation under the cabinet 

approval by ministers concerned to implement the 4th APWS

International Organizations, etc., who cooperate with the APWF 

activities (co-host)

・ Asian Development Bank (ADB)

・ United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP)

・ United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)

・ The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO)

・ United Nations Human Settlement Programme (UN-HABITAT)

・ Executive Committee of the International Fund for Saving the Aral Sea (EC-IFAS)

・ Global Water Partnership (GWP)

・ GWP China

・ GWP CACENA

・ GWP South Asia

・ GWP Southeast Asia

・ High-level Experts and Leaders Panel on Water and Disasters (HELP)

・ International Centre for Water Hazard and Risk Management under the auspices of 

UNESCO (ICHARM)

・ International Centre for Integrated Mountain Development (ICIMOD)

・ International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) Asia

・ International Water Management Institute (IWMI)

・ International WaterCentre (IWC)

・ Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA)

・ Japan Sanitation Consortium (JSC)

・ Japan Water Agency (JWA)

・ Korea Water Forum (KWF)

・ PUB, Singapore’s National Water Agency (PUB)

・ Secretariat of Pacific Community (SPC)

・ World Toilet Organization

・ Water Stewardship Asia Pacific

・ European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD) Representative Office Japan

・ Freshwater Action Partnership for South Asia

・ Global Water Institute, University of NSW, Australia

・ WaterEd Australia

・ Water Integrity Network (WIN)

・ United Nations Centre for Regional Development (UNCRD)

・ Asian Institute of Technology (AIT)
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Sponsors and Supporting Organizations

Diamond

The Higo Bank, Ltd.

Platinum

HICOM WATER

Hirata Corporation

KAJIMA CORPORATION

Obayashi Corporation

PENTA-OCEAN CONSTRUCTION CO., LTD.

SEARS HOME GROUP Co.,Ltd.

SHIMIZU CORPORATION

Taisei Corporation

Gold

KM  Biologics  Co.,Ltd.

OYO Corporation

Sakurajyuji　Group

Takenaka Civil Engineering & 

Construction Co., Ltd.

Silver

JFE Engineering Corporation

Okumura Corporation

Bronze

ASANUMA CORPORATION

Dai Nippon Construction

ECOH CORPORATION

Fujita Corporation

HAZAMA ANDO CORPORATION

Hitachi Zosen Corporation

IWATA CHIZAKI Inc.

Japan Institute of Wastewater 

Engineering and Technology

Kumagai Gumi Co., Ltd.

MAEDA CORPORATION

Nishimatsu Construction Co., Ltd.

SATO KOGYO CO.,LTD.

SUMITOMO MITSUI CONSTRUCTION 

CO., LTD. 

TEKKEN CORPORATION

TOA CORPORATION

TOBISHIMA CORPORATION

TOKYU CONSTRUCTION CO., LTD.

TOYO CONSTRUCTION CO.,LTD.
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Logistics Information

●Venue & Access

＜Official Website＞

https://4apws-kumamoto2022.jp

＜Venue＞

Kumamoto-jo Hall

　3-40, Sakuramachi, Chuo-ku, Kumamoto City, Kumamoto Prefecture, 

　860-0805 Japan

　TEL: +81-96-312-3737

　URL: https://www.kumamoto-jo-hall.jp/en/

＜Entrance＞

SAKURA MACHI Kumamoto 2F

Please use the front entrance on the concourse side.

＜Hours＞

Saturday, 23 April 8:30-21:00

Sunday, 24 April 8:30-21:00

＜Registration Desks＞

Please show the certificate of participation issued when you registered for 

the summit at the registration desk to collect your ID.

Please present your ID if you have already received it.

After receipt/confirmation of your ID, you can enter the hall after passing 

through the bag inspection checkpoint.

＜Registration Desk Hours＞

Saturday, 23 April 8:30-20:00

Sunday, 24 April 8:30-20:00

●Services

＜Information Desk＞

The information desk is located near the exit on the 2nd floor.

＜First Aid Room＞

The first aid room is located near the exit on the 2nd floor.

Hours: 23 April 8:30-21:00

            24 April 8:30-21:00


