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THE WORLD WATER FORUM

The world’s largest water event

Objectives: 
Gather all stakeholders together to debate questions 
related to water, its management and access 
Formulate concrete proposals and encourage action and 
solutions 
Solicit true and lasting political commitment 

A platform for debates and exchange on questions that 
are relevant for improved water resources management 
and access to water supply and sanitation

An open and constructive place for discusssion



FACTS AND FIGURES FROM ISTANBUL

Over 25,000 participants

192 countries represented

1,300 participants in the political processes

106 sessions prepared by over 400 organizations 

150 side events

Over 1,000 accredited journalists

135 children from over 20 countries and over 200 youth 
participants

1,000 sponsored participants



In Marseille in March 2012 

Organizers:  
France, represented by the Ministry of Foreign and 
European Affairs, the Ministry of Ecology and the City of 
Marseille
The World Water Council

France and Marseille
Strong political commitment
A candidature combining energy from the local level to the 
highest decision-making level 
Highlighting specific capacities and a water culture
A strong will to federate all stakeholders and encourage 
action

THE 6TH WORLD WATER FORUM



A FORUM OF SOLUTIONS

Prefering action over theoretical discourse and debates

Encouraging lasting concrete commitments through a 
follow-up mechanism 

Involving wide participation

Creating true mobilization of citizens in a friendly, festive 
and popular atmosphere



A FORUM OF SOLUTIONS

Governments agree to initate an intergovernmental 
process on water and prepare a resolution for Rio+20

1,000 schools in Africa are equipped with basic sanitation 
facilities

Creation of a « World Water Parliament » 

100 scholarships for « Water Innovation » are offered to 
students throughout the world

1,000 cities sign the Istanbul Water Consensus

Examples of possible solutions:



ISSUE
THEME

RECOMMENDATION

TARGET

The Process
Toward concrete solutions !

SOLUTION



SMART TARGETS AND WISE PROCESS

SMART focuses on the relevance of the targets
– Specific
– Measurable
– Achievable
– Realistic
– Time bound

WISE focuses on the process
– Wide Involvement Stakeholder Exchanges



A FORUM FOR THE CAUSE OF WATER

Solutions are first and foremost of a political nature and 
must be found by reinforcing dialogue between:

Governments 
Parliamentarians Local Authorities

Intergovernmental 
Organisations / United 

Nations
NGOs / Civil 

Society / Users

Public and Private 
Companies

Professionals /  
Scientists / Experts 



ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE

International Forum Committee – IFC
USP, IHA, USACE, UNHabitat, ASN, SEMI, MWR, ANEAS, KWF, IUCN, UNESCO
AFD, EV, MEDDM, FP2E, MFEA, ONEMA, CM, PACA, DBCHR,MMUC, CCIM

Promotion and Events 
Commission

French National Committee World Water Council 

6th Forum Secretariat

Political Process 
Commission

Regional Process 
Commission

Thematic Process 
Commission

C. Fremont L. Fauchon

P. Lacoste
A. Szollosi-Nagy

E. Park
M. Bernard

D. Altinbilek
P. Lavard

M. Vassal
H. Kennou

IFC Bureau
B.Braga, G Fradan, M. Vassal  and A. Szollosi-Nagy

V. Rofort



PROMOTION AND EVENTS COMMISSION

Local organization and logistics : exhibition and meeting places, 
hotels, boats, urban transportation, registration…

Promotion at different levels: local, national and international to 
inform, raise awareness, mobilize and promote through a strong 
outreach programme

Create events: 100 actions in different fields : education, culture, 
youth, sport, economy through exhibitions, movies, concerts, 
conferences, theatre...

Three major concerns:
Highlight the work of the other commissions (Interaction with 
regional, political and thematic processes)
Associate local autorities through a local committee
Organize a popular process for a Forum of Citizens



THE KICK‐OFF MEETING

Officially launched the preparatory process and 
encouraged stakeholders to contribute and engage

Communicated the central concept of the Forum and 
received suggestions from participants on the its 
definition and application

Underlined and amplified the degree of political 
commitment from the host city and country and the 
international community  















POLITICAL PROCESS

Ministerial 
Process

Local Authorities 
Process

Parliamentarian 
Process

A multi-level approach:



Political Commission 
Visibility  communicate on Results

1)  Build on legacy from previous
Fora / Istanbul

– Assessments of results
– Targets to scale up

2) Gaps / emerging issues

– Political answers?
– Result-oriented
deliverables

Local/Regional Authorities
Istanbul Consensus, champion Cities

Parliamentarians
Helpdesk for water legislations

<Water> Ministers
Declaration on challenging issues

Thematic
Blue movement

Regional 
dialogues

Declaration ?



Political Commission 
Interact with the international agenda

• Influence the agenda

• Bring messages

• Outcomes 
endorsed 

by UN system?

International 
Events / fora

Regional 
initiatives

Bilateral 
initiatives

MGDs

Rio+20

UfM / MED
SAN-conf.

Climate

Bonn+10

APWF
Africa WW AWF

WHO

Right to W&S
UNGA, HRC, UN Hab.

…

…

Marseille 
2012



12 key priorities for water action:

Guarantee access to water services for all and the Right to Water

Contribute to improved hygiene and health through water

Ensure food security
Balance multiple uses

Protect populations and economies from risks

Protect and value ecosystem services and green growth

Improve the quality of water resources and ecosystems

Adjust pressures and footprints of human activities on water

Contribute to cooperation and peace

Respond to climate and global changes in an urbanizing world

Guarantee access to integrated sanitation services for all

Harmonize energy and water

Finance water for all

Good governance

3 strategic 
directions

Ensure everyone’s 
w

ell-
beingC

ontribute to econom
ic 

developm
ent

K
eep the 

planet blue
C

onditions
for

success Enabling environment

Thematic Process
DRAFT THEMATIC FRAMEWORK

CREATING A BLUE MOVEMENT !



Towards concrete solutions!

• Added value of a Regional Process
• Expected results
• Criteria for defining a region
• Building a participatory Regional process
• Interaction with Political and Thematic processes

Feedback on Regional process questionnaire

Multi-stakeholder process in place!
To be SMART and WISE;

Regional Process



IFC Regional Commission

Americas Asia-Pacific Europe Africa

N. America

S. America

SE Asia
NE Asia
S. Asia
Pacific
CACENA

Northern
Eastern
Southern
…

SSA
MENA
…

Cross-continental Targets may result in 
additional regions (e.g. water scarcity 

discussed at Mediterranean level)

-Coordinates RP
-Informs IFC
-Supports regio.   
Coordinators

-Manage regio CfP
-Support subregio. 
Platforms

-Identify cross-
continental issues

-Implement multi-
stakeholder proc. 
by Target

-Report outcomes

Proposed organisation for SMART and 
WISE regional Targets 

C. America
Caribbean



REGIONAL PROCESS

One Regional Coordinator
• Asia Pacific Water Forum for Asia Pacific Region

Structured around regional Targets
• 5 – 10 multi-stakeholder Target processes per region
• Targets from Thematic process or region-specific 

Open and participative
• 1 Target Coordinator by Target, chosen through 

open Call for Proposals 
• Encouraging participation from all organisations, 

including smaller ones and “out of the water box”

Financial support from WWF
• But co-financing required from major regional 

stakeholders 

KEY CARACTERISTICS AND OBJECTIVES (COMMON REQUIREMENTS)



NEXT STEPS FOR 
Asia‐Pacific REGIONAL PROCESS

Mobilize all major stakeholders
• Consortium-based approach
• Propose 5 – 10 regional Targets

Participate to 2nd stakeholder meeting 
in Paris, January 17-18th

• Coordinate with other processes
• Endorse regional Targets
• Define Terms of Reference for Target CfPs

Run Calls for proposals
• January/February 2011
• Have Target processes up and running for the next 

World Water Day (March 22nd, 2011)



DRAFT AGENDA FOR REGIONAL PROCESSES

Q3

2010 2011 2012

Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1

Regio. coordinators 
(RC) validation by 

IFC Board

WWF 
MarseilleWISE approach for 5-10 Targets / region

Targets/solutions 
consolidation by Region

2nd

Stakeholder 
meeting (Paris)

Africa

Asia-Pacific

Americas

Europe

All Regions

AWW Cape Town 
Target launch

Validation 
workshop

3rd regional  workshop 
Report validation

KoM 
(Singapore) 5 sub-regional meetings

Synthesis
meeting

RC meeting 2nd RC meeting

KoM 
(Brussels) 4 « Grenelle-type » meetings

Synthesis
meeting

Target CfPs

TOWARDS WISE PROCESSES



NEXT STEPS

Engagement continues throughout 2010 - 2011 

September 2010 – Proposal by the Thematic Process 
Commission of a thematic framework derived from the 
Kick-off Meeting discussions and approval by the 
International Forum Committee

September 2010 – Presentation of the framework to the 
wider community at the World Water Week in Stockholm

20 – 21 January 2011 – 2nd Stakeholder Consultation 
meeting in order to further define the programme and 
involve stakeholders

22 March 2011 – World Water Day – UN-Habitat Cape 
Town – South Africa



A FORUM OF SOLUTIONS FOR WATER

THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION
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